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-
The History of
- .
Animals in Space
Since the 18th century, animals have been used
for tests aboard balloons and aircraft. In 1783, 2

sheep, duck and rooster were sent up in the newly
invented hot-air ballogn (right). The balloon flew
fior 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) and landed safiely.

P

The fist animals in outer space were fralt Mles
Lawnched in & captuned Magi V-2 rocket on Feb.

10, 1947, The flies reached an altifude of 68 miles
108 km ) and wee retowened slive by parachute

Le site space.com a publié une infographie consacrée a la place importante des animaux dans la
conquéte spatiale.


https://www.gircor.fr/les-animaux-et-la-conquete-spatiale/
http://www.space.com/

e History o
Animals in Space

Since the 18th century, animals have been used
for tests aboard balloons and aircraft. In 1783, a
sheep, duck and rooster were sent up in the newly
invented hot-air balloon (right). The balloon flew
for 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) and landed safely.

"

Thefirst animals in auter space were fruit flies
launched in a captured Nazi ¥-2 rocket on Feb.

20,1947, The flies reached an altitude of 68 miles
(108 km) and were recovered alive by parachute.

Amouse launched an
Aug. 15, 1950, attained
an altitude of

85 miles (137 km),
butdied when
the rocket
disintegrated
due to para
chute failure.
Several other Z
mice were launched
during the 1950s.

Albert Il became the first monkey in space on
June 4,1949, He reached an altitude of 83 miles
{134 km}, but died on impact when the para-
chute failed. A previous monkey, Albert |, died
when the V-2 rocket failed before reaching peak
altitude. Two other monkeys, Albert il and IV,
also died when their rockets failed.

Atotalof 32 have flown ludi

(from lek): rhesus

monkeys, squirrel monkeys and pig-tailed monkeys. Chimpanzees have also flown.

In the 19505, the Soviet Union launched a total of
12 dogs on various suborbital flights.

Stray dogs were used since they were thought
to be capable of handling extreme cold.

Laika became the first living being to orbit the.
Earth on Sputnik 2, Nov. 3, 1957, She died several
hours into the flight from stress and heat.

The Soviet Sputnik 5
(Aug. 19, 1960) was the
| first to return animals

| alive from orbit. The
passengers were the
dogs Belka and
Strelka, plus a gray
rabbit, 42 mice,

two rats and fruit flies.

On Jan. 31,1961, Ham
the Chimpanzee flew
aMercury capsuleana
sub-orbital trajectory,
three manths before
Alan Shepard’s flight.
Enos became the first
chimp 10 orbit a Mercury
spacecraft on New. 29,
1961. Both chimps
survived their flights.

China launched mice, rats and
dogs between 1964 and 1966,

1n 1968, the Soviet Zond 5
became the first
spacecraft to
circle the
moon, carrying
apayload of two
Russian tortoises,
wine flies, meal-
worms, plants, seeds and

bacteria. Zond 6 flew a similar trajectory later
that year, but the biological specimens were
killed by  malfunction on the retun trip.

On May 28, 1959, rhesus monkey Able and
squirrel monkey Baker became the first to
successfully return to Earth after space fight.
The monkeys survived 32 times the pull of
Earth's gravity and were weightless for

9 minutes out of their 16-minute flight.

Aduly2,1959,
Soviet launch
carried two
dogsandthe (SN
first rabbit
into space.

The French launched
the first cat into
space on Oct, 18,
1953. Félicette had
electrodes implanted
In her skin to transmit
her condition, She
reached an altitude
of 100 miles (160 km)
and landed safely.

Russian space dogs
Veterok and
Ugolyok orbited 2
record 22 days before
landing safely on
March 16, 1966. Their
record for longest
space flight by dogs
sill stands.

in the late 19605, NASA
launched a series of
Biosatellites carry-
ing insects, frog eggs,
microorganisms and
plants. The third and
final Biosatellite carried a
pig-tailed monkey. It died
hours after landing from a heart attack.

After humans landed on the moon in 1969, animals in space nolonger made the head
lines, but spacecraft still carried blological payloads, including rabbits, turtles,
insects, spiders, fish, jellyfish, amoebae and algae. In 1373, twa female European
garden spiders named Arabella and Anita spun webs aboard the NASA space
station Skylab for 59 days. iological payloadls have also flown on NASA' Space Shuttle

and the space stations of bath Russia and Am:

From mﬁmaw-)e Russia launched a series of 11 *Bion*” satellites (right).
da, Chi

have included

the Com-

States, C

pean Space Agency, France, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania,

Ukraine and the United States.

SOME PHOTOS ARE USED

The Bion series resumesin 2013 with
Bion-M1 (mission logo, left). Rodents
on the spacecraft will spend a month
experiencing space flight conditions.

the Euro-
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